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including nociceptors and are necessary for the generation of action
potentials. The importance of Navl.7 in human pain was impressively
demonstrated by patients, who completely lack this channel subtype and
who are unable to feel pain (Cox et al., 2006). Their lack-of-pain-
syndrome is called chronic insensitivity to pain (CIP). Gain-of-function
mutations in Nav1.7, on the other hand, lead to chronic inherited pain
syndromes (Lampert et al., 2014, Bennett et al., 2019). Research focuses
0 | = 0O| 4I8H O:| = = on development of drugs specifically targeting Navl.7 function.
O X =0 = Although some drugs turned out to be effective in rodent models (Deuis
S O|$—1 %1 HFinnegan et aI., 2004) et al., 2016) and there have been some encouraging phase II clinical trial
results, other results have been negative (Zakrzewska et al., 2017,

Kingwell, 2019) and definitive evidence of efficacy is still awaited.
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